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light from being compared with parallel examples
of the same kind; and whether a man's historical
estimate is right, and his picture accurate and true,
depends on his knowledge of the facts, and his power
to understand them and to make them understood.
No one can dispute M. Renan's qualifications for
being the historian of a religious movement The
study of religion as a phenomenon of human nature
and activity has .paramount attractions for him. His
interest in it has furnished him with ample and varied
materials for comparison and generalisation. He is
a scholar and a man of learning, quick and wide in
his sympathies, and he commands attention by the
singular charm of his graceful and lucid style. When,
therefore, he undertakes to relate how, as a matter
of fact, the Christian Church grew up amid the cir-
cumstances of its first appearance, he has simply to
tell the story of the progress of a religious cause; and
this is a comparatively light task for him. But he
also lays before us what he appears to consider an
adequate account of the origin of the Christian belief.
The Christian belief, it must be remembered, means,
not merely the belief that there was such a person
as he has described in his former, volume, but the
belief that one who was crucified rose again from the
dead, and lives for evermore above. It is in this
belief that the Christian religion had its beginning;
there is no connecting Christ and Christianity, except
through the Resurrection. The origin, therefore, of
the belief in the Resurrection, in the shape in which